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world market. Even the Wall Street
Journal calls the Kyoto agreement the
equivalent of a $100- to $200-billion-dol-
lar-a-year tax increase.

At a time when our economy is
booming, interest rates are down, and
more people are working than ever, it
is irresponsible to jeopardize this by
entering the United States into this
treaty. This treaty is bad for America.
It is bad for Americans.
f

H.R. 2183 CLOSES SOFT MONEY
LOOPHOLE

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, the
Thompson report released last week
has confirmed what we all know, that
the integrity of our political system
has been undermined by the influence
of soft money. The soft money loophole
is the primary culprit for the abuses
that Congress has spent millions of dol-
lars to investigate.

Through the soft money loophole, a
single donor can give unlimited
amounts of money to influence Federal
elections. Soft money circumvents
nearly a century of campaign finance
law. It has effectively deregulated our
campaign finance system with disas-
trous results.

The freshmen wanted to fix the main
abuses of the current system. We put
differences aside and created a fair, bi-
partisan campaign finance reform bill,
H.R. 2183, the Bipartisan Campaign In-
tegrity Act. H.R. 2183 closes the soft
money loophole. It gets elected offi-
cials out of the business of raising $1
million special interest contributions.
H.R. 2183 is fair. It is bipartisan. The
bill has strong bipartisan support from
both sides of the aisle.

Mr. Speaker, the freshmen bill must be al-
lowed to come to the House floor without any
poison pills.

Mr. Speaker, the freshmen deserve a vote.
We have worked hard to create a fair and
honest bill. Your decision now to allow a clean
vote on the freshman bill will prove to the
American people that Congress does care
about restoring integrity to the political proc-
ess.
f
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SOYBEAN FUEL CAN REDUCE
DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN OIL

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the hardworking men and
women that are in town this week for
the American Soybean Association’s
annual conference. Earlier this week I
had the opportunity to speak at the
conference and bring them up to date
on legislation I have introduced on
their behalf.

As many in this Chamber know, after
the Gulf War, Congress acted to reduce

our national dependence on foreign oil
by enacting the Energy and Policy Act
of 1992. This statute requires State and
Federal vehicle fleets to use expensive
alternative fuels and technologies in
order to reduce its oil dependency.

Unfortunately biodiesel, a fuel de-
rived from soybeans, was not included
in the list of fuels that fleet managers
could use to comply with this Federal
mandate, largely because the fuel was
still being tested and developed.

My bill, H.R. 2568, the Energy Policy
Amendments Act of 1997, which has 55
cosponsors, will allow biodiesel to be
used in diesel engines across the Na-
tion to reduce harmful emissions, clean
our air, and increase the demand for
soybeans, all at a reduced cost when
compared to traditional alternative
fuel technologies.

Mr. Speaker, biodiesel is just one ex-
ample of a good clean air policy.
f

MEDICARE EXPANSION

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I am here to announce that
the Democratic Caucus stands for the
do-something Congress and we are
going to lead this Congress to do some-
thing for the American people. That is
why I am very proud that we have rec-
ognized that there are those Americans
who do not have health insurance,
hardworking Americans, 55 years to
under 65 years, who for a long time
have worked in their community,
worked very hard, but for some reason
have fallen upon hard times. Maybe
they have lost their job, maybe they
are suffering from heart disease,
strokes and cancer which falls highly
among people from 45 to 54.

This bill that the Democratic Caucus
is supporting along with the President
of the United States is very fair and
reasonable and rational and it makes a
lot of good sense. That is, to allow
those aged 55 to 65 to buy into insur-
ance, particularly the Medicare insur-
ance. It allows those individuals to pay
no more than 125 percent.

Why do we need that? Just last year
we passed a portability bill where you
could pass your insurance on once you
moved to another employer. That does
not work. We need to have this bill.
f

A REPUBLICAN VIEW OF
MEDICARE EXPANSION

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, last
year 67-year-old Sarah Rutherford of
Brunswick, Georgia was very dis-
traught about her health care, because
she knew that in April 1995 the Clinton
Medicare trustees said Medicare was
going to go bankrupt if we did not do
anything about it. After many strug-

gles in Congress we finally passed a bi-
partisan bill that cut down on Medi-
care fraud, gave seniors more choices,
and increased spending on Medicare for
people like Ms. Rutherford from $5,000
to $7,000. Most importantly it created a
bipartisan tax force to look at Medi-
care not just for the next election but
for the next generation, to correct
Medicare for the next 5 or 10 years.
This bipartisan commission is working
and working very hard.

Now in an apparent desperation at-
tempt to get the focus off the White
House, the President has come up with
a new entitlement on Medicare to say,
and listen to this, in his own words, he
will be qualified for Medicare in 3 or 4
years. When the President of the
United States retires, he will be able to
go on Medicare.

I say, ‘‘Mr. President, go ahead and
retire, but stay away from Ms. Ruther-
ford’s Medicare.’’
f

A DEMOCRATIC VIEW OF
MEDICARE EXPANSION

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans nearing retiring age are one of the
most uninsured populations because in
fact they have less access to and they
are at greater risk of losing employer-
based health insurance. There are
30,000 such folks in my State of Con-
necticut alone. I might add that the
group that is particularly at risk are
women who are between 62 and 64 years
old, lacking health insurance, nearing
retirement, not at 65 yet, not eligible
yet for Medicare.

This is only going to get worse, Mr.
Speaker, as baby boomers near retire-
ment. Democrats do have a proposal to
expand that access to health care to
Americans between 55 and 64. It would
provide the opportunity to buy into the
Medicare program, to pay the pre-
mium, to pay a cost in order to get the
access to that kind of coverage. It does
not draw on the Medicare trust fund re-
sources needed to provide care to those
who are over 65. This Congress has a re-
sponsibility to address this growing
problem. Let us have the Republican
leadership follow the Democrats.
f

REJECT THE GLOBAL WARMING
TREATY

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, is it fair to let some of our fastest
growing competitors like China, Mex-
ico and India have an advantage? That
is what the U.N. Climate Treaty will
do. The President still vows to sign it.
This flawed treaty will force the U.S.
to commit to emissions reductions that
will put Americans on a strict energy
diet, a more than 30 percent cutback in
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